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State’s Attorney – Court Services – Focus House Committee 

Tentative Minutes 

July 10, 2018 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order: Chairman Finfrock called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

Present: Colbert, Oltmanns and Whalen. Others: State’s Attorney Eric Morrow (arrived at 

4:04), Probation Supervisor Brooke Plachno, Probation Supervisor Cindy Wendt, Focus 

House Director Brenda Mason (arrived at 4:04), Nordman, Gronewold, Typer, Smith, 

Janes and Jerry Shirar. Absent: Williams. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes – June 12, 2018: Motion by Whalen to approve the minutes as 

presented, 2nd by Colbert. Motion carried. 

 

3. Public Comment: None 

 

4. Monthly Invoices 

 State’s Attorney: Motion by Oltmanns to approve the bills totaling $2,483.08, 2nd by 

Whalen. Motion carried.  

 Probation: Motion by Oltmanns to approve the bills totaling $1,560.00, 2nd by 

Whalen. Motion carried. 

 Focus House: Motion by Colbert to approve the bills totaling $5,263.05, 2nd by 

Whalen. Motion carried. 

 

5. Department Reports 

 State’s Attorney 

 Budget Update: Everything looks good.  

 Software Training: Morrow stated he is working on getting laptops for the 

attorneys. 

 Drug Court Graduates: Morrow stated they have had 6 graduate since the first of 

the year; many have come back into the community and doing well. Plachno 

stated they are looking at 3 for September and 1 in December. They currently 

have 11 participants with 4 potentials. 

 DUI Court: Waiting on approval from the Supreme Court. Morrow’s opinion is it 

will be a success; they are some of the most dangerous offenders they have and  

 Probation 

 Budget Update: Wendt stated they need to watch the detention line. 

 Office Reorganization: Wendt stated they have been accepting applications for the 

Director of Court Services position; deadline is this Friday. Chief Judge Fish will 

be doing the interviews. Wendt and Plachno are working on the FY2019 budget 

along with the annual plan. 

 Tracker Training: Plachno stated they will have an internal training session at the 

end of the year to see if they are utilizing the software to the best of its ability. 

Wendt stated it has been a big improvement to the juvenile side of documentation. 
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 Focus House  

 Budget Update: Mason stated the budget looks good; however, they need to watch 

a few lines. Discussion was held regarding the medical line and utilizing Health 

Dept. for a cost-savings.  

 Focus House Future Planning: Mason stated their next meeting is July 30th, one 

house is still open.  

 Department of Juvenile Justice Update: Mason stated a couple big payments were 

received and they are paid through February 2018. 

 

6. Closed Session – Interviews 5ILCS 120/2(c)(3), Review of Closed Minutes 5ILCS 

120/2(c)21, Pending Litigation 5ILCS 120/2(c)(11) & Collective Bargaining 5ILCS 

120/2(c)(2): None 

 

7. New Business: Oltmanns distributed examples of a Gun Sanctuary Resolution that other 

counties are passing. Morrow stated it is more of a policy position of the County Board; 

he would lean toward a proclamation format instead of a resolution. Finfrock 

recommended holding over until next month so that they can review the documents. 

Morrow will work with Oltmanns to prepare a proclamation specific to Ogle County. 

 

8. Adjournment: With no further business, Chairman Finfrock adjourned. Time 4:24 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tiffany O’Brien 



PROCLAMATION OF THE COUNTY BOARD OF THE  
COUNTY OF ADAMS, STATE OF ILLINOIS 

IN SUPPORT OF THE SECOND AMENDMENT 

WHEREAS there is legislation pending in the State of Illinois, that being HB1465, HB 1467, HB1468, and SB1657, 

whereby the 100th Illinois General Assembly desires to restrict the Individual right of US Citizens as protected by the 

Second Amendment of the United States Constitution; 

WHEREAS, the Right of the People to Keep and Bear Arms is guaranteed as an Individual Right under the Second 

Amendment to the United States Constitution and under the Constitution of the State of Illinois, and; 

WHEREAS, the Right of the People to Keep and Bear Arms for defense of Life, Liberty, and Property is regarded as an 

Inalienable Right by the People of Adams County, Illinois, and: 

WHEREAS, the People of Adams County, Illinois, derive economic benefit from all safe forms of firearms recreation, 

hunting, and shooting conducted within Adams County using all types of firearms allowable under the United States 

Constitution and; 

WHEREAS, it is the belief of many that above-mentioned pending legislation is a violation of the 2nd and 4th 

Amendment to the US Constitution requiring responsible persons under 21 to surrender lawfully owned firearms or 

face becoming instant felons; that said legislation fails to define how to relinquish firearms; that said legislation only 

allows possession of firearms at limited sites for recreational shooting while failing to provide similar exemptions 

for recreational shooting at gun clubs, private ranges or under supervision of responsible adult or parent, unless 

certified as a firearms instructor; 

WHEREAS, it is the belief of many that the above-mentioned legislation is violation of the 2nd and 4th Amendment to 

the US Constitution requiring persons to immediately relinquish lawfully owned bump stocks or trigger cranks, while 

also failing to provide where and how to relinquish firearms devices, thus creating instant felons upon passage; 

WHEREAS, it is the belief of many that the above-mentioned legislation contains broad and unclear definitions which 

will cause confusion amongst firearm owners and dealers as to which type of firearm is subject to 72 hour wait period; 

bans nonresidents from purchasing certain long guns defined loosely as assault weapons, puts dealers in jeopardy of 

unknowingly violating the law; 

WHEREAS, it is the belief of many that the above-mentioned legislation is a violation of the 2nd and 4th Amendment to 

the US Constitution requiring persons to immediately relinquish lawfully owned magazines, that it fails to provide how 

to properly relinquish banned magazines, that it creates instant felons if enacted as written, that it creates conflicts 

allowing for sale to out of state persons while stating possession is a felony, that it bans body armor worn as protection 

for those who employ the use of chain saws, motorcyclists, range officers and firearm instructors, shop owners and 

employees who work in dangerous neighborhoods or during night shifts; 

WHEREAS, the above-mentioned legislation and any trailer bills will create economic hardship on lawfully owned and 

operated, small business firearm dealerships, in effect forcing them to close; will create undue burdens and price increases 

on persons to lawfully purchase firearms; will have a direct negative impact on local economies thru job loss and sales 

tax loss; will create another layer of burdensome government regulation on top of the heavy Federal regulations; imposes 

new fees on top of existing Federal license fees; 

WHEREAS, the Adams County Board, being elected to represent the People of Adams County and being duly sworn 

by their Oath of Office to uphold the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of Illinois, and;  



WHEREAS, the Illinois House of Representatives and the Illinois Senate, being elected by the People of the State of 

Illinois and being duly sworn by their Oath of Office to uphold the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the 

State of Illinois, and; 

WHEREAS, The Governor of Illinois, being elected to represent the People of the State of Illinois and being duly 

sworn by your Oath of Office to uphold the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of Illinois, 

and; 

WHEREAS, the above-mentioned proposed legislation, any bills similar to, under consideration by the Illinois State 

Legislature would infringe the Right to Keep and Bear Arms and would ban the possession and use of firearms, 

magazines, body armor now employed by individual citizens of Adams County, Illinois, for defense of Life, Liberty and 

Property and would ban the possession and use of firearms now employed for safe forms of firearms recreation, hunting 

and shooting conducted within Adams County, Illinois; 

WHEREAS, it is the belief of many that the above-mentioned proposed legislation violates the 2nd and 4th Amendment, 

potentially violates the 5th Amendment, and fails to provide just compensation under the takings clause, 8th Amendment 

imposition against excessive fines and punishments on law abiding citizens by punitive forfeiture/relinquishment of 

lawfully owned property, and Ex Post Facto Law Clause of the United States Constitution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY PROCLAIMED that the Adams County Board, on behalf of the People of Adams 

County, Illinois, and in an attempt to protect the Federal and State Constitutional rights of its’ citizens, and particularly 

the rights provided in the Second and Fourth Amendments, do hereby express their opposition of the enactment of any 

of the above-mentioned legislation, or any similar legislation, that would infringe upon the Right of the People, and 

particularly those rights of Citizens of Adams County, to keep and bear arms and consider such laws to be unconstitutional 

and beyond lawful Legislative Authority. 

BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the Adams County Board, on behalf of the People of Adams County, Illinois, 

and in an attempt to protect the Federal and State Constitutional rights of its’ citizens, and particularly the rights provided 

in the Second and Fourth Amendments, do hereby demand that the Illinois General Assembly cease further actions 

restricting the Right of the People, and particularly those rights of the Citizens of Adams County, to keep and bear arms, 

and / or hereby demand that the Governor of Illinois veto all such legislation. 

BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the Clerk of Adams County is hereby directed to prepare and deliver certified 

copies of this PROCLAMATION to all members of the Illinois General Assembly and to the Office of the Governor. 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

___________________________________    _________________________________

Les Post, Chuck Venvertloh, 

Chairman of the County Board Clerk of the County of Adams, Illinois  

of the County of Adams, Illinois 

 

 

    __________________________________
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RESOLUTION 

of the 

COUNTY BOARD OF THE COUNTY OF EFFINGHAM, ILLINOIS 

Resolution opposing the passage of HB1465, HB 1467, HB1468, HB1469, SB1657, any trailer bill, or any bill similar 

too, or any bill where the 100th Illinois General Assembly desires to restrict the Individual right of US Citizens as 

protected by the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution 

WHEREAS, the Right of the People to Keep and Bear Arms is guaranteed as an Individual Right under the Second 

Amendment to the United States Constitution and under the Constitution of the State of Illinois, and; 

WHEREAS, the Right of the People to Keep and Bear Arms for defense of Life, Liberty, and Property is regarded as an 

Inalienable Right by the People of Effingham County, Illinois, and: 

WHEREAS, the People of Effingham County, Illinois, derive economic benefit from all safe forms of firearms recreation, 

hunting, and shooting conducted within Effingham County using all types of firearms allowable under the United States 

Constitution and; 

WHEREAS, HB1465 is a violation of the 4th Amendment to the US Constitution requiring responsible persons under 

21 to surrender lawfully owned firearms or face becoming instant felons; fails to define how to relinquish firearms; 

only allows possession at Sparta shooting complex, but fails to provide similar exemptions for recreational shooting 

at gun clubs, private ranges or under supervision of responsible adult or parent, unless certified as a firearms 

instructor; 

WHEREAS, HB1467 is violation of the 4th Amendment to the US Constitution requiring persons to immediately 

relinquish lawfully owned bump stocks or trigger cranks, while also failing to provide where and how to relinquish 

firearms devices, thus creating instant felons upon passage; 

WHEREAS, HB1468 contains broad and unclear definitions which will cause confusion amongst firearm owners and 

dealers as to which type of firearm is subject to 72 hour wait period; bans nonresidents from purchasing certain long guns 

defined loosely as assault weapons, puts dealers in jeopardy of unknowingly violating the law; 

WHEREAS, HB1469 is violation of the 4th Amendment to the US Constitution requiring persons to immediately 

relinquish lawfully owned magazines, fails to provide how to properly relinquish banned magazines, creates instant felons 

if enacted as written, creates conflicts allowing for sale to out of state persons while stating possession is a felony, bans 

body armor worn as protection for those who employ the use of chain saws, motorcyclists, range officers and firearm 

instructors, shop owners and employees who work in dangerous neighborhoods or during night shifts; 

WHEREAS, SB1657 and trailer bills will create economic hardship on lawfully owned and operated, small business 

firearm dealerships, in effect forcing them to close; will create undue burdens and price increases on persons to lawfully 

purchase firearms; will have a direct negative impact on local economies thru job loss and sales tax loss; will create 

another layer of burdensome government regulation on top of the heavy Federal regulations; imposes new fees on top of 

existing Federal license fees; 

WHEREAS, Effingham County Board, being elected to represent the People of Effingham County and being duly 

sworn by their Oath of Office to uphold the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of Illinois, 

and; 
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WHEREAS, the Illinois House of Representatives and the Illinois Senate, being elected by the People of the State of 

Illinois and being duly sworn by their Oath of Office to uphold the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the 

State of Illinois, and; 

WHEREAS, The Governor of Illinois, being elected to represent the People of the State of Illinois and being duly 

sworn by your Oath of Office to uphold the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of Illinois, 

and; 

WHEREAS, proposed legislation, any bills similar to, under consideration by the Illinois State Legislature would infringe 

the Right to Keep and Bear Arms and would ban the possession and use of firearms, magazines, body armor now 

employed by individual citizens of Effingham County, Illinois, for defense of Life, Liberty and Property and would ban 

the possession and use of firearms now employed for safe forms of firearms recreation, hunting and shooting conducted 

within Effingham County, Illinois; 

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation potentially violates the 5th Amendment failing to provide just compensation under 

the takings clause, 8th Amendment imposition against excessive fines and punishments on law abiding citizens by 

punitive forfeiture/relinquishment of lawfully owned property, and Ex Post Facto Law Clause of the United States 

Constitution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT BE AND IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the People of Effingham County, Illinois, do hereby 

oppose the enactment of any legislation that would infringe upon the Right of the People to keep and bear arms and 

consider such laws to be unconstitutional and beyond lawful Legislative Authority. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Effingham County Board demands that the Illinois General Assembly cease 

further actions restricting the Right of the People to keep and bear arms, and hereby demand that the Governor of Illinois 

veto all such legislation which restricts the Right of the People to keep and bear arms. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of Effingham County is hereby directed to prepare and deliver certified 

copies of this Resolution to all members of the Illinois General Assembly and to the Office of the Governor. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the Government of the State of Illinois shall infringe upon the inalienable rights 

granted by the Second Amendment, Effingham County shall become a "sanctuary county" for all firearms 

unconstitutionally prohibited by the government of the State of Illinois, in that, Effingham County will prohibit its 

employees from enforcing the unconstitutional actions of the state government. 

 

 

Attest: 

___________________________________    __________________________________

James Niemann Kerry Hirtzel 

Chairman of the County Board Clerk of the County of Effingham, Illinois  

of the County of Effingham, Illinois 

    __________________________________

D ate  

2 — 




